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M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  M a y o r 

I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable summer. I am happy to report that our great City of 
3ODLQæHOG�LV�JURZLQJ�VWURQJHU�E\�WKH�GD\��2XU�KDUG�ZRUN�IURP�GD\�RQH�RI�WKLV�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�
KDV�SXW�3ODLQæHOGÙV�HFRQRPLF�RXWORRN�RQ�D�FRQWLQXLQJ�XSZDUG�SDWK��$V�D�UHVXOW�RI�RXU�FRQWLQXHG�
FRPPLWPHQW�WR�LPSURYLQJ�WKH�FLW\ÙV�æVFDO�KHDOWK��ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�LQYHVW�PRUH�UHVRXUFHV�
LQ�RXU�\RXWK�DQG�VHQLRU�FLWL]HQV��
 
My administration provided a series of opportunities to residents of all ages over the summer 
PRQWKV��WKDQNV�WR�WKH�JUHDW�ZRUN�RI�RXU�'LYLVLRQ�RI�3DUNV�	�5HFUHDWLRQ��7KH�&LW\�RI�3ODLQæHOG�
RIIHUHG�PDQ\�VXFFHVVIXO�SURJUDPV��IURP�FRPPXQLW\�WULSV�IRU�RXU�DFWLYH�ROGHU�DGXOWV��DFWLYLWLHV�
VXFK�DV�WKH�QHZ�Û+RRNHG�RQ�)LVKLQJ��1RW�'UXJVÜ�<RXWK�3URJUDP��ZKLFK�SDLUHG�RXU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�
ZLWK�DGXOW�PHQWRUV���\RXWK�GDQFH�DQG�GRXEOH�GXWFK��VXPPHU�FDPS��IUHH�VZLPPLQJ�OHVVRQV�DW�
+DQQDK�$WNLQV�DQG�5XVKPRUH�SRROV��PRYLH�QLJKWV�DQG�RWKHU�IXQ�HYHQWV��&RQWLQXLQJ�ZLWK�P\�
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQÙV�HIIRUWV�WR�SURYLGH�RQJRLQJ�HGXFDWLRQ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�DOO�RI�RXU�UHVLGHQWV��ZH�
DOVR�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�SURYLGH�,QWHUQHW�DQG�EDVLF�FRPSXWHU�WUDLQLQJ�WR�RYHU�����3ODLQæHOG�6HQLRUV�
 
$V� WKH� QHZ� VFKRRO� \HDU� FRPPHQFHV�� ,� ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� KLJKOLJKW� RXU� FRPPLWPHQW� WR� WKH� 
FLW\ÙV� \RXWK��'XULQJ� ODWH�VSULQJ��ZH�KRVWHG�D�0D\RUÙV�&DELQHW�6KDGRZ�0HQWRULQJ�SURJUDP��
ZKHUH�VHYHUDO�KLJK�VFKRRO�VWXGHQWV�VSHQW�WKH�GD\�DW�&LW\�+DOO�WR�JHW�H[SRVXUH�WR�WKHLU�FLW\ÙV�
JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�P\�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��,Q�-XQH��ZH�NLFNHG�RII�WKH�0D\RUÙV�6XPPHU�(PSOR\PHQW�
3URJUDP��7KLV�ZDV�D�JUHDW�RSSRUWXQLW\�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�IRU�æUVW�WLPH�MRE�KROGHUV�DQG�QHZ�KLUHV�� 
 
,�DP�SURXG�WR�UHSRUW�WKDW�ZH�SURYLGHG�VXPPHU�MREV�WR�RYHU�����\RXWK��SODFLQJ�WKHP�LQ�RYHU� 
IRUW\�RQH�GLIIHUHQW�ZRUN�VLWHV�WKURXJKRXW�RXU�&LW\��7KH�SURJUDP�ZDV�D�WUHPHQGRXV�VXFFHVV�DQG�
,�DP�H[WUHPHO\�SURXG�RI�DOO�WKH�\RXQJ�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�ZKR�SDUWLFLSDWHG��$W�WKH�HQG�RI�6HSWHPEHU��
WKHUH�ZDV�D�6SRNHQ�:RUG�HYHQW�IRU�WHHQV�DQG�\RXQJ�DGXOWV�DQG��LQ�2FWREHU��WKH�5HFUHDWLRQ�'LYLVLRQ�
KDV�VWDUWHG�WKH�IDOO�VHDVRQ�RI�\RXWK�DFWLYLWLHV�VXFK�DV�EDVNHWEDOO��GDQFH��DUFKHU\��GRXEOH�GXWFK��
FKHVV��6�7�(�0���VFLHQFH��WHFKQRORJ\��HQJLQHHULQJ��DQG�PDWK��DFWLYLWLHV��DQG�FRGLQJ�IRU�WHHQV�� 
 
)LQDOO\��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�IRFXV�D�VSHFLDO�VSRWOLJKW�RQ�VRPH�H[FHSWLRQDO�VWXGHQWV�IURP�RXU�FLW\ÙV�
VFKRROV�� )RXU� RI� RXU� 3ODLQæHOG� 3XEOLF� 6FKRRO� 'LVWULFW� VWXGHQWV� ZHUH� DZDUGHG� WKH� *OREDO�
1DYLJDWRU�6FKRODUVKLS��ZRUWK����������IURP�WKH�&RXQFLO�RQ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�(GXFDWLRQDO�([FKDQJH�
�&,((��WKLV�VXPPHU�WR�VWXG\�DEURDG�LQ�)UDQFH��&KLQD��DQG�-DSDQ��7KLV�LV�D�WHVWDPHQW�WR�RXU�
VFKRRO�GLVWULFWÙV�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�SURYLGLQJ�TXDOLW\�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�GHYHORSLQJ�JOREDO�FLWL]HQV��
:H�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�WRZDUGV�FUHDWLQJ�2QH�3ODLQæHOG�Ö�2QH�)XWXUH�IRU�RXU�JUHDW�
Queen City. 

0D\RU�$GULDQ�2��0DSS
&LW\�RI�3ODLQæHOG

S T A T E  O F  T H E  C I T Y 
2QH�3ODLQæHOG���2QH�)XWXUH�

02 03

QUALITY OF LIFE & 
SAFETY INITIATIVES

MAYOR’S 
LIGHT UP 
THE CITY 
CAMPAIGN
My  administration, working closely 
with our Police and Public Works 
Division, conducted a street light 
survey in several areas of the City, 
identifying light outages due to 
bulb failures and poorly lit areas 
that need to be brightened. We 
reported 221 light outages to 
Public Service (PSEG) and repairs 
have been made. An additional 
street lighting list has been 
submitted to PSEG; we will be 
adding more street lights in areas 
that are now poorly lit.  

In partnership with the U.S. Postal Service, my administration hosted the 
*URZ�<RXU�%XVLQHVV�'D\�ZRUNVKRS�RQ�7KXUVGD\��-XQH����������DW�3ODLQȴHOG�
City Hall. 

/HG�E\�P\�&KLHI�RI�6WD��-RKQ�6WHZDUW��ZH�LQLWLDWHG�D�SURJUDP�WR�KHOS�ORFDO�
3ODLQȴHOG�EXVLQHVVHV�UHDFK�WDUJHWHG�PDUNHWV�WR�KHOS�JURZ�WKHLU�FXVWRPHU�
base with the use of the U.S. Postal Service products that do not require 
the purchase of a mailing list or mailing permit.  

We will be announcing future small business workshops and seminars in 
DQ�HRUW�WR�IXOO\�VXSSRUW�RXU�&LW\ȇV�VPDOO�EXVLQHVVHV�

One of my top priorities as your Mayor is to improve the public safety 
IRU�DOO�WKH�UHVLGHQWV�RI�3ODLQȴHOG���Ζ�DP�SURXG�WR�DQQRXQFH�RXU�FULPH�UDWH�
continues to drop across the board; it is currently down by approximately 
19% from last year.

We had a very successful National Night Out Event in which we had 
participation from all over our City.

In July we organized a City Wide Community Forum which focused on 
21st Century Policing.  The goal was to bring the community and law 
enforcement together to discuss better engagement and partnerships 
with one another in the name of safer streets and neighborhoods.

ΖQ� SDUWQHUVKLS� ZLWK� RXU� 3ODLQȴHOG� 3ROLFH� 'LYLVLRQ�� ZH� KDYH� HVWDEOLVKHG�
Ȋ)UHHGRP� )ULGD\Vȋ� ZKHUH� PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� 3ODLQȴHOG� 3ROLFH� 'LYLVLRQ��
volunteered to spend some time with the youth of our city. The purpose 
of this event is to try and bridge the communication gap between law 
enforcement and the youth of our community.

CRIME IS DOWN IN PLAINFIELD  
AND CONTINUES TO DROP!

19%
Ä
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$V�0D\RU�Ζ�FRQWLQXH�WR�VWDQG�ȴUP�LQ�P\�FRPPLWPHQW�DQG�VXSSRUW�IRU�LPPLJUDWLRQ�
reform at the national level and in creating a community in our great city where 
DOO� UHVLGHQWV� H[SHULHQFH� DQ� LQFOXVLYH� DQG� ZHOFRPLQJ� HQYLURQPHQW�� � 3ODLQȴHOG� LV�
home to immigrant residents who live, work and contribute to the vitality of our 
communities.  Congress has been contemplating passing legislation that would 
penalize cities that would not cooperate with immigration law enforcement 
measures that target undocumented immigrants. I stand in diametric opposition 
to any legislation that would seek to target any segment of our population. 
 
I believe it is important to forge a community where all residents feel comfortable 
reporting crime without fear of deportation. Our streets and neighborhoods will be 
safer as a result and those who commit crime are more likely to be brought to justice.  
7KHUHIRUH��Ζ�MRLQHG�ZLWK����RWKHU�0D\RUȇV�DFURVV�WKH�QDWLRQ�LQ�ZULWLQJ�WR�&RQJUHVV�WR�
RSSRVH�FRQJUHVVLRQDO�ELOOV�WKDW�ZRXOG�XQGHUPLQH�RXU�HRUWV�RI�PDLQWDLQLQJ�ZHOFRPLQJ�
communities.  I strongly believe immigration law enforcement is the responsibility of 
the federal, not local government.

I BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT TO FORGE A COMMUNITY WHERE ALL RESIDENTS FEEL 
COMFORTABLE REPORTING CRIME WITHOUT FEAR OF DEPORTATION.

IMMIGRATION REFORM

per year and changed the postage services 
provider saving an excess of $4,000 per year. 

We have transitioned the Bilingual Day Care 
&HQWHU� �%'&&�� WR� DQ� HVWDEOLVKHG� 3ODLQȴHOG�
entity to handle the management and day-
to-day operations of this service. We truly 
believe this cost saving measure is also in the 
best interest of the children, as everyone will 
be better served through the new service 
provider. The BDCC began operations in 1978 
when there were only over 3,000 Latinos as 
compared to the current population of over 
20,000 as per the 2010 Census.  Currently, 
���� RI� WKH� 3ODLQȴHOG� HGXFDWLRQ� SRSXODWLRQ�
is Latino.  With the transition to HOPES, the 
69 students being serviced by the Center will 
be provided with additional services such as 
mental health and disability specialists, as 
ZHOO�DV�DQ�RQ�VWD�QXWULWLRQLVW���

•    $85,000.00 from Kids Recreation  
     Trust for Improvements to the  
     Rushmore Playground existing  
     building – Installation of a Concession  
     Stand and Restroom Upgrades. 

•    $100,000.00 from a Community  
     Development Block Grant for  
     Installation of a Restroom Facility  
     at Madison Ave Playground.

FINANCE
8QGHU�P\� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� ȴVFDO�PDQDJHPHQW� LV�
DQG�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�D�WRS�SULRULW\���2XU�&LW\ȇV�
LPSURYHG�ȴQDQFLDO�RSHUDWLRQV�DQG�SHUIRUPDQFH�
KDV�UHVXOWHG� LQ�D�0RRG\ȇV�UDWLQJ�XSJUDGH�� �7KLV�
upgrade in rating allows the City to sell Bond 
Anticipation Notes at a reduced net interest 
FKDUJH� RI� �������� � /RZHULQJ� WKH� &LW\ȇV� FRVW� RI�
borrowing and selling Notes will allow us to make 
more substantial investments in our City. 

We continue to work hard to bring additional 
revenue sources to our city; we have received 
over $1.5 million in new grant funds over the past 
several months.

We also implemented several cost saving 
measures such as participating in an auction to 
purchase electricity, resulting in an estimated 
annual savings of $15,000 per year.  We replaced 
the city copiers saving approximately $12,000 

•    $1,100,000.00 from Green Acres for           
     Synthetic Turf at Seidler Field, Rushmore    
     Field Improvements, and Improvements    
     to the Green Brook Multi-Trail.      
     Improving  our parks is a top priority for     
     me, as I would like to continue       
     expanding the recreational   
�����RSSRUWXQLWLHV�ZH�RHU�RXU�UHVLGHQWV�

•   $594,000.00 from the NJ Department  
    of Transportation-Enhancement Grant  
    for Improvements to the North Ave    
    Streetscape from Park Ave to  
    Watchung Avenue. 
 

ADMINISTRATION HIGHLIGHTS
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ENGINEERING DIVISION
We are pleased to announce the receipt of several grants for infrastructure projects that will 
continue to improve our city.   

We will continue to provide progress updates as the projects get underway. 
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SOME OF THE CITY’S RECENT 
BUSINESS GRAND OPENINGS

ITZAYANA RESTAURANT & BAKERY 
117 PARK AVENUE
FINE LATIN AMERICA RESTAURANT.

FARMERS INSURANCE 
110 E. 4TH. STREET
PROVIDING ALL TYPES OF  
INSURANCE SERVICES. 

STORM’S AUTOMOTIVE 
230 EAST 3RD. STREET
AUTO REPAIR SERVICE FACILITY  

ZUFITDANCE STUDIO  
12 WASHINGTON AVENUE  
GET FIT,  BE ACTIVE AND GET THE  
ZUMBA OUT OF YOU 

MARBIN DESIGN  
155 E. 4TH. STREET  
ALTERATIONS AND CUSTOM MADE  
APPAREL FOR EVERYONE 

LATIN NAILS 
436 WATCHUNG AVENUE
HIGH QUALITY AND PROFESSIONAL  
DESIGNS  

 
  

 
The consolidation of 11 Lots and construction of two (2) four-story residential apartment 
buildings totaling 212 market rate units, with 302 accessory parking spaces at the ‘Gateway 
6RXWKȇ�WUDFW�DW�����������6RXWK�$YHQXH�	������	������(DVW�6HYHQWK�6WUHHW���6RPH�RI�WKH�
RQVLWH�DPHQLWLHV�ZLOO�LQFOXGH�DQ�LQGRRU�ȴUHSODFH�ZLWK�JURXS�VHDWLQJ��DQ�RXWGRRU�SDWLR�ZLWK�
benches and outdoor grill area, indoor community room, a theatre, a dog run enclosure, a 
KHDOWK�DQG�ȴWQHVV�DUHD���7KH�GHYHORSHU�DOVR�DJUHHG�WR�PDLQWDLQ�3ODLQZRRG�6TXDUH�3DUN�LQ�
perpetuity, and make an annual $10,000 donation for park maintenance.
 
The Administration continues to contribute to the growth and revitalization of the  
&LW\�RI�3ODLQȴHOG�E\�
 

•   The approval of a four-story, 124 unit market rate residential apartment   
     building consisting of 48 one-bedroom, and 76 two-bedroom units, with 166  
     surface and underground parking spaces, and accessory playground and passive  
     recreation areas in the East Third and Richmond Streets redevelopment area.
 
•  The conversion of a vacant two-story building on East Second Street on the  
    Downtown Transit Oriented Development Area to 4,414 square feet of commercial     
����VSDFH�RQ�WKH�ȴUVW�ȵRRU��DQG���UHVLGHQWLDO�DSDUWPHQWV�RQ�WKH�VHFRQG�ȵRRU� 
 
•  Construction of a new pedestrian bridge crossing at Green Brook Park.

•  A partnership with the Regional Business Assistance Corporation (RBAC) to provide    
   up to $250,000 in loans for start-up and existing businesses. The fund is available for  
   working capital, improvements, equipment and other business needs.   

•   Re-funded the sign and facade grant program to continue to provide assistance in  
    beautifying and improving store fronts and signage.

1107

My administration continues to work to enhance 

the image of the city by removing buildings that 

are vacant or in severe disrepair and will in turn 

provide new up-scale housing that does not 

FXUUHQWO\�H[LVW�LQ�3ODLQȴHOG�

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

:H� DUH� SOHDVHG� WR� RHU� 6HQLRU� &LWL]HQ� 
homeowners with a low to moderate 
income, a maximum grant of $500 to 
assist with health related repairs such 
as grab bar installations,handrails and 
walkways.
 
Low to moderate income residents 
can qualify for a loan up to $25,000 
for rehabilitation, lead remediation, 
consultant access and repairs such as 
plumbing, masonry and electrical work.

We are also providing emergency housing 
assistance to individuals displaced due to 
the condemnation of their households.

OFFICE OF COMMUNITY  
DEVELOPMENT
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THE CITY OF PLAINFIELD OFFICIALLY JOINED 
THE SOCIAL MEDIA WORLD!!

7KH�&LW\�RI�3ODLQȴHOG�DOVR�MRLQHG�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�7ZLWWHU��� 
<RX�FDQ�ȴQG�DQG�IROORZ�XV�DW��KWWSV���WZLWWHU�FRP�&LW\RI3OȵG�

0D\RU�$GULDQ�2��0DSS
&LW\�+DOO
2èFH�RI�WKH�0D\RU
����:DWFKXQJ�$YH�
3ODLQæHOG��1-������
��������������

)ULHQG�XV�RQ�WKH�QHZ�&LW\�RI�3ODLQȴHOG�)DFHERRN�SDJH�� 
KWWSV���ZZZ�IDFHERRN�FRP�FLW\RISODLQȴHOGQM

SIGN UP FOR OUR WEEKLY UPDATES BY CALLING (908) 753-3310
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